BEACON LODGE CAMP AT A GLANCE

Quick Reference Guide for Lions Club Committees

&% What is Beacon Lodge Camp?

Pennsylvania Lions Beacon Lodge Camp is a specialized summer camp and retreat
center serving children, adults, and veterans with disabilities since 1948. Located on
583 beautiful acres along the Juniata River near Mount Union, PA.

Our Mission: To provide individuals with special needs the opportunity to enjoy
camping experiences that promote recreation, education, and personal growth.

99 Who Do We Serve?

Children & Teen Programs (Ages 8-17)

ConnXions: Vision loss, blindness, low vision

L.E.A.P: Physical disabilities, mobility challenges

Camp Sensational: Sensory processing needs, autism spectrum
Camp AD(H)Dventure: ADHD, executive function challenges

Adult Programs (Ages 18+)

Camp Liberty: Independent adults with disabilities

Camp Perception: Sensory disabilities (blind/deaf/hard of hearing)
Camp Felicity: Intellectual disabilities, autism

Camp Empower: Adults needing physical assistance

Military Families

e Project New Hope: FREE weekend retreats for disabled PA veterans and
families




/] By the Numbers

Founded 1948 75+ years of service
Location 583 Acres Mount Union, PA

Campers Served Annually 400+ Children, adults, veterans
Staff Ratio 1:3to 1:8 Depending on program needs
Lions Districts 17 All of Pennsylvania

Annual Operating Budget $2.1M 60% from Lions support

@ Camp Programs & Activities

Adaptive Recreation Activities

"4 Swimming & Wheelchair Swing
"4 Zip Line & Climbing Tower

"4 Archery & Rifle Range

4 Arts & Crafts

"4 Music & Campfires

"4 Hiking & Nature Programs

\"4 Fishing & Pedal Boats

"4 Sports & Games

Life Skills Development

{4 Independence training
{74 Social skill building

(4 Confidence development
(4 Leadership opportunities
74 Peer mentorship

4 Problem-solving

¢ How You Can Support



Sponsorship Programs

Program Cost Impact

Sponsor-a-Camper $500 Full week for one camper
Sponsor-a-Counselor $500 One week counselor stipend
Sponsor-a-Veteran Family $750 Weekend retreat experience

Other Ways to Help

Host fundraising events

Connect local families to programs
Share information in your community
Volunteer during camp sessions
Include in club donations/projects

Why This Matters

Camper Impact Stories

"My daughter has been coming to Camp Sensational for 3 years. The
confidence she's gained here has transformed how she interacts at school
and home. She went from hiding behind me to leading group activities."

- Parent, Camp Sensational

"l was afraid I'd never be independent after my injury. Camp Liberty showed
me | could do things | never imagined. Now | mentor other veterans in my
community.”

- Adult Camper, Camp Liberty

"Project New Hope gave our family the tools to reconnect after Dad's
deployment. We learned to communicate better and support each other.”
- Military Family, Project New Hope

Community Impact

e 95% of campers report increased confidence



e 87% continue adaptive recreation at home
e 78% of families connect with local disability services
e 65% of adult campers become community volunteers

< Lions Legacy & Leadership

Our Lions Connection

Founded by a Lion: Carl Shoemaker, 1948

Governed by Lions: Board includes 2 representatives from each of PA's 17
districts

Sustained by Lions: Primary funding source for 75+ years

Staffed by Lions: Many counselors and volunteers are Lions members/families

District Representation
Every Pennsylvania Lions district has dedicated board members who:

Advocate for camp needs
Connect clubs to opportunities
Share updates and stories
Coordinate district-wide support

t. Getting Connected

General Information

Address: 114 State Route 103 South, Mount Union, PA 17066
Phone: 814-542-2511

Website: www.beaconlodge.org

Email: office@beaconlodge.org

For Lions Clubs



Club Support: clubsupport@beaconlodge.org
Speaker Requests: speakers@beaconlodge.org
Club Hub Access: www.beaconlodge.org/clubhub

Program Registration

Summer Camp: Registration opens February 1st annually
Project New Hope: Rolling registration for veteran families
Tours Available: Call to schedule year-round visits

% Quick Actions for Your Club

This Month:

[J Share this handout at your next club meeting
[J Post about Beacon Lodge on club social media
[J Contact local disability organizations about camp programs

This Quarter:

[J Host a Sponsor-a-Camper fundraiser
[J Request a Beacon Lodge speaker for a meeting
[J Visit the camp for a committee tour

This Year:

[J Set annual Beacon Lodge support goal
[J Connect 2+ families to appropriate camp programs
[J Participate in Lions Appreciation Day at camp

7 Common Questions Answered

Q: Is camp only for people from Pennsylvania?
A: Yes, we specifically serve Pennsylvania residents, though Project New Hope
serves PA veterans regardless of current residence.



Q: How do families afford camp?
A: We offer sliding scale fees and scholarships. No one is turned away due to
inability to pay.

Q: What if someone has never been camping?
A: Most of our campers are first-time campers! Our programs are designed for
beginners with trained staff to provide support.

Q: Are medical needs accommodated?
A: Yes. We have 24/7 nursing staff and can accommodate most medical needs
with advance notice.

Q: How do | refer someone to camp?
A: Have them visit www.beaconlodge.org or call 814-542-2511. Applications open
February 1st for summer programs.

@ The Bottom Line

Beacon Lodge Camp changes lives. Every year, hundreds of Pennsylvania
residents with disabilities experience independence, build confidence, and create
lasting memories.

As Pennsylvania Lions, this is OUR legacy in action. For 75+ years, Lions have
ensured that disability doesn't limit someone's ability to experience the joy, challenge,
and growth that comes from outdoor recreation.

Your club’s support matters. \Whether through sponsorships, fundraising,
awareness, or volunteerism - you're continuing a tradition of service that transforms
lives and strengthens communities.

Questions? Need more information?
. 814-542-2511 | & clubsupport@beaconlodge.org

Your Camp. Your Community. Your Future.

© 2025 Pennsylvania Lions Beacon Lodge Camp | Serving with pride since 1948
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